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ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL  

Clerk:  Mrs J.E Damant 
   Parish Office, Sheltered Housing Scheme 

 Elin Way, Meldreth SG8 6LT 
(01763) 269928 

E-mail: parishclerkorwell@dsl.pipex.com 
 

unAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

A meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on  
17th July 2019 at 7.30pm (19.30hrs) 

 
Present:  Cllr N Szembel – Chairman (NS), Cllr G Bunnett (GB) – Vice Chairman, Cllr J Chuisseu (JC), Cllr M 
Gould (MG), Cllr J Healy (JH), Cllr C Ingrey (CI) 
In Attendance: Mrs J Damant – Clerk 

 
Guest speaker: PCSO James Lynch sent his apologies. 
 
071/07/19 To receive any apologies for absence: LGA 1972 sch12 para 40 – Quorate is one third but no less than 3 

members LGA 1972 sch12, para 45 
 Apologies were received from Cllrs Gould, these were accepted and agreed by the Council, there 

were no apologies received from Cllrs Chuisseu and McKenna. 
 Apologies were also received from District Councillor Van de Weyer. 
 
072/07/19 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) include 

interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the Agenda: 
There were no interests declared. 

 
073/07/19 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their views 

and comments to the Parish Council. 
There were three members of the public in attendance. 
There was an update on the Village Hall.  Mr Daw’s is no longer the Treasurer this is now Mr Mark 
Collins and Mr Andrew Pulham is now the secretary.  Mr David Titchmarsh is still acting as the 
Chairman.  The proposed extension which was to go on the side of the village hall to act as a 
storage area has been put on hold due to the costs escalating to an amount which is felt 
unjustifiable for the project being proposed. 
A notice board was left outside the Village Hall, the Clerk stated that this is not anything to do with 
the Parish Council. 
Concerns have been raised regarding packets of cannabis which have been found at Chapel 
Orchard.  The police have been notified. 
The cutting of verges was also raised with regards to the decline of invertebrates and lack of 
habitat.  Would the Parish Council be able to promote not cutting of verges?  This is not for areas 
due to health and safety such as road corners but in other areas could the verges not be left.  Cllr 
Kindersley reported that most of the verges in Orwell are cut by the County Council who only carry 
out two cuts but that they cut on a rota, so it does not help wildlife of the soil.  Cllr Szembel stated 
that the Parish Council are not responsible for any verges within the village.  However, this might at 
some point be taken on by the Parish Council as Cllr Kindersley reported that many other Parishes 
have taken on this responsibility from the County Council. Cllr Healy will enquire as to who cuts 
Cross Lane Close.                    Action: JH 

 
074/07/19 Minutes of the meetings held on 19th June 2019: 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Bunnett seconded by Cllr Ingrey and agreed by all.  The 
Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
 

075/07/19 CCC Report: circulated 
There are to be major cuts for items that are not deemed to be statutory responsibilities, and for 
example21 dementia clinics are being closed.   
The blocking of footways is being investigated and what can be done.  It is not illegal to park on a 
footway as long as you are not obstructing its use from pushchairs and wheelchair users.  Police 
may issue a notice for repeat offenders who have obstructing the footway up to 3 times. 
East West rail link will issue an announcement before the end of 2019.  It was felt that the 
consultation was unfairly conducted, certain items were not made public such as the proposed 
large developments at Bassingbourn and Tempsford along with not following assessments on 
protected sites.  Barbastelle bats are a European protected species and their feeding routes must 
be protected. 
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076/07/19 SCDC Report:  

Cllr Van de Weyer had sent his apologies. 
 
077/07/19 Planning: NS, GB, TT, JC, LH, JH and TML (Town and Country Planning Act 1990 schedule 1, paragraph 8)  

Full planning minutes are available on the website or from the Clerk.  
 Planning meeting held on the 3rd July 2019 – on website 

 Planning meeting held on 17th July – verbal report 
  

078/07/19 Development Proposal on Hurdleditch Road (next to the primary school) 
All items discussed are under item 080/07/19 
 

079/07/19 Recreation Ground & Pavilion: 
Play equipment appears to be in good order.  Clerk will look at the bench on the tennis courts as 
the Rospa Report has noted this may need some attention or to be replaced. 

  Insurance – Cllr Bunnett is monitoring the pavilion for movement. 
 
080/07/19 New Recreation Ground: 

Cllr Bunnett reported that he had met with the planning officer at SCDC and the Parish Council can 
now submit a planning application.  The planning officer recommended that the storage unit should 
be near housing in order to assist security, but planning permission would be needed. It was 
proposed to put two applications forward: 
1. Change of use, fencing etc  
2. Storage 
It is not possible to include the Pavilion with the first application as no architectural drawings have 
been been drawn up, a line drawing showing the possible location can be used but this will not 
show what services will be needed.  Mr Sharman has offered to help the Parish Council with 
putting together some drawings free of charge.  
It was agreed by the whole council that Mr Bunnett can now submit the planning application for the 
change of use.                    Action: GB 
It was also noted that a Highway consultation may be needed. 
Cllr Bunnett also reported that he was still awaiting to hear from the utility companies. 
The results of the consultation have been collated.  There was a majority in favour for the football 
pitch to be moved to the new recreation ground, it was also reported that residents would be in 
favour of the Parish Council spending its reserves (that had been accrued for this purpose)  for this 
project together with grant funding in preference to PWLB support, if this were practical. 
Turf Consultant: Cllr Gould has been looking into possible consultants and has received two 
quotes and a further one would be helpful. Both quotes received follow the same arrangement and 
put the project into four phases. 
1. Level Survey 
2. Technical Appraisal 
3. Construction Drawings 
4. Construction Work 
Both consultants advised they could supervise the works if required to do so. The first two stages 
will cost approximately up to £4,000.  As the Parish Council does not meet until September it was 
proposed by Cllr Tyndall that Cllr Szembel and Cllr Bunnett review the proposals and select a 
consultant, this was seconded by Cllr Healy and agreed by all.                Action: NS/GB 
It was proposed by Cllr Healy that the funds for the first £6,000 come out of the general funds the 
rest, if needed, to come out of the Community Benefit account, this was seconded by Cllr Morris 
Lowe and agreed by all.  
It was also reported that there is a drain which runs across the S106 land, this was not known to 
the Parish Council nor SCDC prior to the Land Agent advising the PC of its existence.  The 
landowner would like to redirect this drain so that it runs along the boundary between the 
development and the new recreation land and that a 6-meter wide strip of land is set aside for this 
drain.  It was also noted that the landowner’s agent has stated that the costs of the drain relocation 
should be met by the Parish Council. It was asked that if this is the case could the Parish Council 
have 6 meters of land on the opposite side so that it does not reduce the amount of useable land 
available to the Parish. The landowner has also requested that a steel mesh fence be erected 
between the new recreation land and his remaining land. So, there are further costs of moving the 
drain and erecting a new fence which had not been foreseen. 
 
It was also noted that if the new land is not used for its intended purpose within 5 years from the 
date of transfer it will revert to the landowner. 
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The transfer of land and Head of Terms: The Draft Heads of Terms have been received. This 
has complications from the conditions set by the landowner and the S106 constraints.  In order to 
progress matters over the summer when there is no scheduled meeting of the Parish Council it was 
proposed by Cllr Healy that delegated powers to review this document be given to Cllrs Szembel 
and Bunnett, this was seconded by Cllr Tyndall and agreed by all apart from Cllrs Bunnett and 
Szembel who abstained.  Once the Draft Terms have been reviewed by Cllrs Szembel and 
Bunnett, other Councillors will be briefed and asked for their views and their agreement to proceed. 
Should any Councillor have concerns as to what is proposed an Extra Ordinary meeting could be 
called to discuss this matter, as necessary.                Action: All Councillors 
It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett to instruct Birketts to act as the Parish Council’s solicitor, this was 
seconded by Cllr Morris Lowe and agreed by all.                Action: GB/TT 
 

081/07/19 Clunch Pit Management Trust (CPMT): 
Cllr Bunnett reported that he had received a letter from the Charity Commission, which was not 
clear. He has written back and is presently awaiting a response. 
Three quotes have been received with regards to clearing the paddock, installing a new gate and 
erecting stock fencing.  It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett that Majestic Services should be offered 
the contract if they reduce their quote by removing the portion concerned with installing a wildflower 
meadow, and only clearing the paddock for grazing. This was seconded by Cllr Ingrey and agreed 
by all.   
The main reason is that the license is for grazing and access to the burial ground.  So, there is no 
general public access.  In addition, research has shown that a certain level of management is 
require for a wildflower meadow.  
 

082/07/19 Village Hall: 
  There was nothing to report but see item (073/07/19). 
 
083/07/19 Village Hall Carpark: 

There have been concerns raised regarding anti-social behaviour taking place at the car park. It 
was proposed by Cllr Tyndall that the Parish Council should investigate ways of discouraging such 
activity, one suggestion was to install bollards either at the entrance of the carpark or the entrance 
to the Quarry Lane. It was felt that CCTV alone in this area would not be as effective. This was 
seconded by Cllr Szembel and agreed by all. Further investigation is needed.       Action: Clerk/TT 
It was noted that Volac, use the carpark so they should be consulted.  Clerk to write. Action: Clerk 
 
Cllr Healy left the room at 9.15 returned at 9.20 – no decision was made in that time. 

 
084/07/19 Local Highway Initiative: (LHI) 

There were two options that the Parish Council were looking into: Meadowcroft Road; and the 
junctions along the A603 with Fishers Lane and Hurdleditch Road. 
Both projects were discussed but it was felt that the project for Meadowcroft Way still needed 
further investigation with regards to the parking issues.  Correspondence has been sent to both the 
District and County Councillors requesting they invite their respective officers to investigate this 
issue.   
The other project is to have better signage along the A603, at the junctions with Fishers Lane and 
Hurdleditch Road.  The clerk has already had site visits with Highways, County Councillor 
Kindersley, Clerk of Wimpole and a Councillor from Wimpole.  Highways have put through a 
proposed project of work with a costing of 12,500.00.  
Junctions at A603/Hurdleditch and A603/Fishers Lane 
There are three sections to this. 
Section 1: Fishers Lane (Orwell) 
Cutback vegetation on highway and adjoining land 
New yellow backed triangular junction warning signs and associated SLOW road markings on the 
A603 from either direction, look to increase the size from current.   
Infill the current hatched areas on the approach to the junction with RED anti-skid and refresh the 
existing hatched markings 
Refresh existing road marking in vicinity of junction and directional arrows, look to included Keep In 
kicker arrows also. 
Section 2: Hurdleditch Road (Orwell) 
Cutback vegetation on highway and adjoining land 
New yellow backed triangular junction warning signs and associated SLOW road markings on the 
A603 from either direction, look to increase the size from current. 
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Section 3: Wimpole 
Cutback vegetation as far as possible from highway, ask adjoining landowner to do similar. 
Install yellow backed triangular junction warning signs and associated SLOW road marking on the 
A603 from either direction currently none at present. 
Infill the current hatched areas on the approach to the junctions with RED anti-skid and refresh the 
existing hatched markings. 
Refresh existing road marking in vicinity of junction and directional arrows. 
Cost of project: £12,500.00 
It has been proposed to contribute 50% towards the LHI Scheme the remaining amount to be split 
between Wimpole and Orwell parish councils.   
Meldreth £4166.66 
Wimpole £2083.34 
It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett that the Parish Council need to decide on one project this was 
seconded by Cllr Morris Lowe and agreed by all. 
It was proposed by Cllr Morris Lowe that the project on the A603 should be the project the Parish 
Council use the LHI for, as this is the one that could save lives, this was seconded by Cllr Bunnett.  
A vote was taken with four in favour and two abstentions.  Cllr Ingrey did not believe that any 
amount of signage would improve bad driving.   
It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett to put forward the breakdown of costings to Wimpole, this was 
seconded by Cllr Szembel and agreed by all. 
The clerk reminded the Council that there is no guarantee of success and the Parish Council may 
need to consider funding themselves if they still wished to pursue this project. 
Clerk to complete the documentation and notify Wimpole Parish Council of their decision.   

        Action: Clerk 
 
085/07/19 GDPR: 

Clerk has spoken to LCPAS who will be inspecting the office and documentation for the previous 
year.  Decision on whether to continue with LCPAS or move to CAPALC.  Clerk has had no 
response from CAPALC with regards to the costs for GDPR over the initial two free hours.  It was 
proposed by Cllr Tyndall to stay with LCPAS at a cost of 150.00 as they appear to have a 
procedure in place, this was seconded by Cllr Healy and agreed by all.          Action: Clerk 
 
Cllr Healy left the meeting at 9pm 

 
086/07/19 Financial Matters: 

 1. Financial Statements for July 

 2.Payments and Additional payments for July and August (Additional payments are shaded, these 
costs have already been agreed but may not have appeared on the agenda. 
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA) 
Payments awaiting authorisation 

Payee Amount £ Vat £ Description Power 

Salaries, HMRC, 
Pension 

Confidential 0 Employees payments for July LGA 1972 s112 

Salaries, HMRC, 
Pension 

Confidential 0 Employees payments for August LGA 1972 s112 

Majestic Gardens 1344 224 Grass and hedges cutting  OSA 1906 9/10 

SCDC 180.00 0 Premises Licence for the Pavilion LGA 1972 s133 

Eon 117.86 5.61 Electricity for pavilion LGA 1972 s133 

Wave (Anglian Water) 80.96 0 Sewage for pavilion LGA 1972 s133 

S Walmesley 68.68 0 Holiday cover for clerk LGA 1972 s112 

S Walmesley 9.00 0 Expenses LGA 1972 s111 

N Szembel 49.99 0 Expenses – chain and lock LA Members’ 
allowance Regs 2003 

 
Payments were proposed by Cllr Tyndall, seconded by Cllr Morris Lowe, agreed by all, Cllr Szembel abstained. 

 
 

 



 

OPC Minutes 17.07.19    Pg 5 of 5  

Pg 20 
087/07/19 Funding Matters: 

Cllr Healy reported that the football club can match fund of up to £10,000 with Cambridgeshire FA; 
however, this would leave them with no funds themselves.  They are now looking at possible fund-
raising events.  There is to be a meeting with the Cambridgeshire FA with regards to the facilities 
fund and if they would be able to apply.  Cllrs Healy and Bunnett will attend.  

     Action: CH/GB 
088/06/19 Community Gritting and Equipment: 

Cllr Morris Lowe will forward the information to the clerk so it can be sent to the insurance 
company.                     Action: TML/Clerk 
If the new recreation ground is not ready a storage container can be put on the old recreation 
ground on special footings to hold the gritting equipment until an area on the new recreation ground 
can be found. 

 
089/06/19 Correspondence and Clerk's Report:  

• Defibrillator is to be changed to an unlockable cabinet as agreed by the Parish Council. 

• Notice board for Meadowcroft Way has been received still awaiting installation. 

• Clerk has contacted North Herts Partnership with regards to CCTV signage. 

• Scribe: this is an accounting system which may help with the accounts and has been 
forwarded to the Finance Working Group. Barrington Parish Council are using this system 
the clerk will take a look as well as the finance group. 

• Police Surgery was a great success and PCSO Lynch will be holding another one on the 
8th August at Lordship Close. 

• Clerk will be on annual leave from 5th to 16th August, and possibly some dates during the 
last week of June.  Mrs S Walmesley has agreed to cover. 
 

090/07/19 St Andrew’s Church: 
There will be fund raising event in the churchyard on July 20th. Cllr Bunnett has spoken to the 
Church Warden and there is nothing that the Parish Council needs to do with regards to this event. 
This is for information only as no action is needed by the Parish Council. 
 

091/06/19 Plans for Major National Event: 
Arrangements are being made in accordance with instructions received from SLCC and the 
Chairman agreed to convene a small working party to discuss this matter. 

 
092/07/19 Working Groups: 

Cllr Bunnett suggested setting up an Environmental Working Group and will email other councillors 
to see if it is of interest.                                Action: GB 

The 0% Carbon initiative that SCDC are putting forward may also be of interest with this working 
group.                  

 
093/07/19 Volunteer Group: 
  This is being wound up as there is almost no interest from the public. 
 
094/06/19 Councillors' Reports and Areas of Responsibility: 
  Cllr Chiusseu  

An update on sewage tanks on Meadowcroft Way – No report 
Cllr Szembel 
Can the Clerk enquire with the Village Hall if they had an idea as to where the second AED 
(defibrillator) could be placed?               Action: Clerk 
Can the Clerk enquire with the Village Hall if the Parish Council could place a white board in the 
back room?                                                                                                                    Action: Clerk 
Can the Clerk obtain four 1m lengths of titanium or similar robust chain for the gates in the village?
                         Action: Clerk 

095/06/19 Agenda items for the next meeting: 
Complaints Procedure; Safeguarding Policy, Risk Assessment, Working Groups 
 

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00pm. The next meeting will take place on 
18th September 2019 
 
Chairman:________________________________    Date: __________________________ 

For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by 

the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk. 


