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ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs J.E Damant 

   Parish Office, Sheltered Housing Scheme 
 Elin Way, Meldreth SG8 6LT 

(01763) 269928 
E-mail: clerk@orwellparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
unAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

A meeting of Orwell Parish Council was held on  
15TH September 2021 at 7.30pm (19.30hrs) 

 
Present:  Cllr G Bunnett –Chair (GB), Cllr N Chambers – Vice Chairman (NC), Cllr Gould (MG), Cllr S Grimley 
(SG), Cllr T Morris-Lowe (TML), Cllr A Murray-Brown (AMB), Cllr A Stone (AS), Cllr E Tabor (ET), and Cllr S Grimley 
(SG) 
In Attendance: Mrs J Damant (Clerk) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  

The meeting was held as a face to face meeting and was conducted in the School Room of the Methodist Chapel. 
All Covid regulations were adhered to.  Councillors had separate tables set 2 meters apart, masks were worn when 
entering and leaving the building, tables and chairs were wiped down before and after the meeting and hand 
sanitiser was available. 
 
127/09/21 To receive any apologies for absence: LGA 1972 sch12 para 40 – Quorate is one third but no less than 3 

members LGA 1972 sch12, para 45 

There were no apologies received as all councillors were in attendance. 
 

128/09/21 Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests: (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) include 
interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the Agenda: 
There were no interests declared. 
 

129/09/21 Public participation: for up to 15 minutes members of the public may contribute their views 
and comments to the Parish Council. 
If a member of the public intending to remotely attend the meeting wishes to make any comments 
or raise any questions under Standing Order 3e, about an item on the Agenda they are invited to 
send an email or letter with the script of their comments and question to the Clerk in advance of the 
meeting.  Any such email or letter will be read out by the Clerk, subject to the time limits stated in 
the Council’s Standing Orders, namely a limit of 15 mins in total and an individual limit of 3 mins 
per item. 
There were three members of the public in attendance. 
Items discussed: 
Can anything be done with regards to the weed seeds which are being blown from the new 
recreation ground land into residents’ gardens on West Croft. Cllr Bunnett explained that the 
council are looking at what can be done though it is a bit late as the seed has now blown.  This 
item will be discussed under 138/09/21.  Would the council also see if it would be possible to have 
some dog bins and waste bins? 
Recreation Land – What is happening with the land? The Parish Council are looking at all aspects 
of the recreation land.  The possibility of it being just a recreation land with no football facilities is 
still being discussed as it now transpires that the football team do not want to use the facility unless 
it has a pavilion, these are costs that are now being looked into to see what the final project could 
cost. 
What is happening with the drain? It was believed that the drain which runs through the centre of 
the land was to be rerouted so it goes down the side of the area, is this now not happening?  Cllr 
Bunnett explained that the drain has been laid in the position planned. 
Can the manhole cover be relooked at as it appears to be in the wrong place?  Again, Cllr Bunnett 
explained that the manhole cover is in the correct position but he will take another look to see if it 
needs to be lowered. 
Cllr Bunnett also stated that the fence in place at the moment is only a temporary fence until 
planning permission is granted for a permanent fence to be erected. There has been a hold up as 
the first application was not agreed by the planners. 
After 15mins the Chairman declared that he would have to suspended the meeting if the member 
of public continued, as the time allotted had now run over and the discussion was not getting any 
further forward.  The member of the public was asked to stop speaking or leave the meeting.  The 
member of the public then left and the meeting resumed, without having to be suspended.  
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130/09/21 Minutes of the meetings held on 21st July 2021: 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Chambers, seconded by Cllr Grimly and agreed by all.  The 
Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record.   

 
131/09/21 CCC Report: Circulated prior to the meeting 

Cllr Kindersley enquired if the Parish Council have thought anymore on the Climate Emergency, 
many other parishes are now actively looking into putting one together.  One area that the District 
Council have been doing it asking developers with regards to listed buildings.  At the moment there 
are a lot of rules and regulations around listed buildings but one item that is being looked into is the 
possibility of these buildings being able to install solar panels. 
CCC are still looking at recruiting a new CEO. 
The new meeting chambers, at their new location in Arbury, are not able to hold all councillors at 
the same time. 
There is a consultation on the OxCam Arc – Cllr Bunnett reported that information has been placed 
on the Parish Council website and a note has also gone out in the village email system.  
Councillors are also booked onto the workshop on the 4th October. 
Areas of the A603 are to be resurfaced. 
Council to keep listening with regards to the new carpark being proposed to go in at Foxton. 
East West Rail has gone quiet. 
Thakeham have also gone quiet and did not put forward their submission in time. However, there 
are reports of activity with regards to surveys being carried out. At this time there is no way of 
knowing what is being planned. 
 

132/09/21 SCDC Report:  
Cllr Van de Weyer reported that he first draft of the Local Plan has now been published.  The local 
plan will last until 2041 and is a joint Plan with Cambridge City Council.  Housing numbers that 
SCDC have are giving evidence of the amount of housing still needed. Climate change is also 
being discussed and how that may impact on the area.  One measure that has been discussed with 
regards to new housing is putting in a system which can lower water usage.  
SCDC have offered 6 small trees or one large tree – Orwell have already signed up for this. 
SCDC are also looking at decriminalising car park enforcement, this would mean that it will become 
the responsibility of the local authority and not the police.  The concern here is that it would need to 
be self-financing as SCDC do not own any car parks. 
Orwell have no sites indicated on the Local Plan, developments within villages is not seen as 
sustainable. 
Cllr Tabor enquired if there was concern that we could end up with no Local Plan, as last time?  Cllr 
van de Weyer does not believe this will happen again and they have overestimated the land 
aspect.  
 

133/09/21 Planning: (Planning Committee Only) 
There was no planning discussed. 
 

134/09/21 Request for a Meeting: 
Strutt & Parker on behalf of Endurance Estates would like to meet to discuss the proposed 
development on the land near to Fisher’s Lane. 
Parish Councils are allowed to meet with prospective developers without prejudice. 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Bunnet that if a developer wishes to meet the 
council that they do this at a full meeting of the Parish Council, they can however also submit a 
written submission, this was seconded by Cllr Morris-Lowe and agreed by all. 

   
135/09/21 Proposal for a New Town in South Cambridgeshire (Thakeham): 
 This was covered within SCDC report.  Cllr Chambers also reported that whatever the outcome 

Orwell needs to look into ways of protecting the chalk streams. This can also be put into the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

136/09/21 Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 
 Proposal to subscribe to ‘Survey Monkey’ this is for data collection and processing in support of the 

NP, cost is £384.00.  It was proposed by Cllr Grimley that the Parish Council subscribe to Survey 
Monkey, this was seconded by Cllr Gould and agreed by all. Once we have subscribed there could 
be other various surveys that the Parish Council would like to do. 

 
137/09/21 East West Rail (EWR) 
 There is nothing new to report. 
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138/09/21 New Recreation Ground: 
Cllr Bunnett reported that many of the councillors have now toured both recreation areas and the 
pavilion. Cllr Bunnett stated that he had intended to circulate a note to the Recreation Ground 
Working Group (RGWG) to see how both projects can be moved forward and to put together some 
proposals but now realised this will have to include all councillors. 
Overgrown Weeds:  
The matter of overgrown weeds in the new recreation land was raised in the public sector see (item 
129/09/21). The thistle seed has blown into some of the neighbouring gardens in West Croft.  Cllr 
Morris Lowe reported that there are possibly two option the Parish Council can take, one is to 
spray, but this needs to be done in early spring, the other is to cut.  There is also the matter of the 
ditch that was put in to stop anyone from entering onto the land without permission. 
 

Meeting closed: 8.40pm 
  A resident of West Croft stated that using machinery may be difficult and that maybe spraying 

would be the better option.  
 
Meeting opened:8.45pm 

Cllr Bunnett also reported that the land is also very difficult to drain.  It was agreed that the best 
option would be to spray.  Cllr Morris Lowe will draw up a specification and send to the Clerk so it 
can be forwarded to prospective contractors. 
Car park area at Croudace development: 
Cllr Bunnett reported that a resident had contacted the clerk with concern over the car park area 
being accessible once the contractors have left.  This is a matter between the school and planning 
at SCDC.  The car park will eventually be transferred to CCC and the school. The email has been 
forwarded by the clerk to the school, the resident concerned has been copied in. 
Other matters: 
Cllr Gould enquired if the manhole cover is too high, Cllr Bunnett said he would recheck it, but it is 
in the correct position.  At the time this was done it was envisioned that a car park would be put in 
Cllr Philips reported that the boundary fence has been damaged.  Cllr Bunnett will take a look.  Cllr 
Stone also reported that the Parish Council only had two years to get the permanent fence in place, 
subject to planning permission.  Cllr Bunnett will check the dates; we are 12 months into the 
agreement.  The planners turned down the first planning application and there have been two pre-
application meetings with the planners. 

 
139/09/21 Recreation Ground & Pavilion: 

Cllr Stone reported that he has met with two contractors. This is for external repairs, decoration and 
a few minor internal repairs.  Cllr Bunnett reported that the loft storage space that the football club 
use to store the football goals is not safe., the access is via a ladder which is not safe.  It was 
agreed that the ladder is to be secured at the back of the pavilion. Clerk to contact the football team 
asking them to stop using the loft.  The Parish Council then discussed ways that the football team 
might be able to secure the goal posts, one suggestion was to place a container, however this is an 
expensive option.  Another suggestion is to secure the goal posts outside.  The football team may 
have other options. 
Clerk to write to the football team.              Action: Clerk 
The future of the pavilion is part of the recreation ground proposals. 
Cllr Stone also reported that there a lot of weeds within the tennis courts, Clerk reported that the 
outside of the courts was part of the grass cutting contract but not the internal.  The Parish Council 
were made aware, when it was first erected, that the closeness of the hedge may cause a concern 
in the future as the hedge will draw the moisture away from the land that the tennis courts sits on, 
thus causing the surface to crack.  This appear to be happening again.  Clerk will contact the 
original contractor to arrange a site meeting with Cllr Stone and the Clerk in attendance.  
            Action: Clerk/AS 
Clerk to ask Buchan’s to strim the area around the MUGA.           Action: Clerk 
 

140/09/21  Clunch Pit Management Trust (CPMT) 
Update from Cllr Murray Brown. The gate at the side of the burial ground/footpath up the side of the 
churchyard from Fishers Lane will need replacing, at the moment she has made it workable but this 
will not last.  Cllr Chambers will take a look and enquire of the contractor that is doing the work at 
the village carpark to take a look and give a quote.  Other quotes may be needed. If there is no 
budget for this year it will be put in the next budget for 2022/23. 
Cllr Chambers in his role for the CPMT reported that he had received correspondence from the 
Cambridge Geological Society with regards to the Clunch Pit. There is no concern with regards to 
protection as the area is already a SSSI site which gives it all the protection it needs; however, the 
Society will send some information for the Parish Council website.   
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The CPMT are asking the Parish Council to vote on two items; 
Proposal 1 
The OPC vote to commit that it will not sell part or all of the SSSI Clunch Pit land without the 
approval at the Annual Meeting of the Parish (village meeting) where 75% of the voting residents in 
attendance vote for the sale.  It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett to accept this proposal, this was 
seconded by Cllr Gould and agreed by all. 
Proposal 2 
That the Parish Council vote to instruct the CPMT to manage for them, in line with the Parish 
Council lease agreements, the Glebe Field and Paddock. It was proposed by Cllr Bunnett to accept 
this proposal, this was seconded by Cllr Murray-Brown and agreed by all. 
Cllr Bunnett to draft a response to the CMPT, this will be circulated to all councillors.     Action: GB 

       

141/09/21 Village Hall Carpark 

Cllr Chambers reported that the barriers for the carpark along with a new gate and for the waste bin 
to be reinstated will be completed within the next two weeks. 

 
142/09/21 Chapel Orchard: 

The matter of the lease was discussed and if the Parish Council should start thinking about what 
the future is for the area.   
 

Meeting closed 9.25pm 
Mrs Miller reported that the Orchard was leased from SCDC for a term of 25years, the 
documentation was completed in May 2005.  Chapel Orchard needs to be protected; at the 
moment it is a protected green space.  Parish Council to review its options with regards to the land.  
The land behind chapel orchard was part of a land swap so theoretically it could be built on and the 
access route would be via Chapel Orchard.  None of this is a definite but the Parish Council need 
to make enquiries as to what SCDC are looking at doing with the land.  Cllr Bunnett will come back 
to the council next month with a proposal of what could be done.             Action: GB 
 

Meeting opened 9.30pm 
Chapel orchard is 2.2hectares. 
Cllr Gould also reported that the allotments on Fisher’s Lane is a protected green space. 
 

143/09/21 Red Telephone Box:   
Cllrs Gould and Tabor will look into this but at the moment they are tied up with other projects.  Cllr 
Tabor will begin looking into the Heritage part once the LHI has been submitted. 
 

144/09/21 Local Highways Initiative (LHI) Project: 
Cllr Tabor has drafted the response for the LHI for a speed indicator device (SID) but is looking at a 
map for the area. It was agreed that the Parish Council would contribute 10% towards the project. 
The deadline for submission is 30th September 2021.                            Action: ET 
 

145/09/21 Environment Working Group:  
Cllr Bunnett is still working on the Terms of Reference.               Action: GB 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 22nd in the back room of the village hall. 
Cllr Gould has submitted the documentation for the free trees being offered by SCDC and has 
been successful.  It was proposed by Cllr Tabor that the recreation ground would be a good place 
for a new tree(s), this was seconded by Cllr Murray-Brown and agreed by all. The tree(s) will also 
need tree guards as outlined in the application form.  Tree guards will be ordered once confirmation 
on what tree(s) are purchased. 
 

146/09/21 Financial Matters: 
 1. Financial Statements for August and September 2021 

 2.Payments and Additional payments for August and September (Additional payments are shaded; 
these costs have already been agreed but may not have appeared on the agenda. 
Local Government Act (LGA); Public Health Act (PHA); Open Space Act (OSA) Parish Council Act  

 
PAYMENTS FOR AUTHORISATION –ORWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 15th September 2021 

Payee Amount £ Vat £ Description Power 

Salaries, HMRC, Pension £2309.19 0 Employees payments for September 2021  LGA 1972 s112 

Haven Power £43.99 £2.10 A/C In Credit and will be used against this 
invoice 

PCA 1957 s3 
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Carter Jonas 

 
50.00 

 
0 

 
Licence for land off Fishers Lane (paddock) 

Pg 025 
SHAA 1908 s34 

Acacia tree surgery £480.00 £80.00 Mulberry Tree maintenance OSA 1906 s9/10 

R G Bunnett 156.00 26.00 Reimb for payment to Bidwells (Hurdleditch 
Rd plan) 

LGA 1976 s19 

N Chambers 114.46 19.08 Riemb for wood for signs PHA 1936 s87 

Value Products Ltd 49.56 8.26 Dog signs for recreation ground PHA 1936 s87 

Community Websites 
Ltd 

£360.00 £60 Hosting and mtce of orwellhistory.org.uk  
Aug 21-Aug 22 

LGA 1972 s113 

Cambridge Community 
Fund 

£634.32 0 Repayment of unspent Covid Grant LGA 1972 s137 

Meldreth PC £200.00 0 Contribution towards expenses Aug/Sept 21 
(rent) 

LGA 1972 s113 

Buchans £481.15 80.19 Grounds mtce July 2021 OSA 1906 s9/10 

Balfour Beatty £72.00 £12.00 Paid (chq 1086 issued in lieu of 2058 then 
cashed) 

TCA 1986 

J Damant 52.72 
 

0 Clerks Expenses -voda phone August and 
September 21 

LGA 1972 S113 

DC Windows 30.00 0 Cleaning of bus shelters OSA 1906 s9/10 

Carter Jonas £187.50 0 Rent for Glebe Field OSA 1906 s9/10 

S Walmesley £23.88 0 Expenses LGA 1972 s112 

R Burns £25.00 0 Electrical work in pavilion  

 
Bank Reconciliation for August 2021 
Deposit   £ 43,230.28 
Sec 106   £ 90,432.26 
Community Benefit £ 49,911.77 
MUGA   £ 10,661.61 
Santander  £        19.49 
Chequing   £    3,132.01 
   £197,387.42 (total amended from the agenda figure) 
 
All payments were proposed by Cllr Philips, seconded by Cllr Morris Lowe and agreed by all. 
 
Cllr Chambers handed out some samples of how other parishes present their figures.  The Clerk 
stated that this is how it used to be done via Excel, however this needs to go to Sally (assistant 
clerk) to see how this can be achieved with the new accounting package (Scribe).  Clerk will speak 
to Sally.                      Action: Clerk/SW 
 

147/09/21 Clerk’s Report; 
New Light on the High Street to hold a CCTV camera – ongoing.  
Greater Cambridge Local Plan – first proposal public webinar has taken place on 7th September 
@6pm, information was put on the website. 
SLCC Annual meeting on 10th September cost. Clerk is booked onto this event. 
CAPALC Annual Conference on the 17th September at Milton Keynes cost is £75.00 which will be 
shared by Meldreth. 
Area 1 workshop – SG, AS and GB attending – others may attend, this is a zoom meeting and has 
no charge, just need to let the clerk know. 
Polly Ingham-Watts – General Manager Wimpole Estate will be attending the Parish Council 
meeting in November. 
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148/09/21 Policies: 
  All current policies are now on the website 

Orwell Beacon – H & S policy in progress 
Clerk is working on a policy with regards to H&S for the Beacon, this has to be done as part of the 
agreement to taking on the Beacon from SCDC. 
Standing Order (SO) – to be agreed and signed off.  
 
Financial Requirements (FR)– The clerk requested that her authority to approve expenditure be 
raised to £1,000.  
Both SO and FR to be signed off next month. 
 

149/09/21 Risk Management: 
Cllr Chambers handed out some examples of risk management plans done by other councils.  
Following a discussion, a format that would be most appropriate for OPC was agreed and Cllrs 
Chambers, Gould and the Clerk would use this to produce a draft pan for discussion by all 
councillors at a future meeting.                                            Action: NC/MG/Clerk 

 
150/09/21 Website:  

Cllr Phillips reported that the Parish Council information is now on the Past and Present website, 
but he remined the council that this is a short-term solution.  Cllr Philips had circulated, in advance 
of the meeting, a number of examples of other Parish Council websites.   
It was agreed that a new website was required and that professional support would be needed for 
this.  The working group will consist of Cllrs Philips, Tabor, Grimley and Chambers, they will 
produce a specification for tenders’ purposes and obtain the normal three quotes. 
                   Action: WWG/Clerk 
.  

151/09/21 HRH Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: 
Cllr Murray-Brown reported that WOW will be taking care of the major events on the Sunday but it 
was thought that other organisations within the village may also like to participate. 
 

Meeting closed: 10.25 
In the past the Parish Council would hold a village meeting to discuss such items to see who and 
what else would be wanted but it needs the Parish Council to start the discussions. The Parish 
Council were also reminded that the beacon will also need to be lit. 

 
Meeting opened: 10.35 

It was agreed that a village meeting be called and that all organisations within the village be invited 
along with residents who may also be interested.  Cllr Gould will ask if Volac would be interested in 
hosting the venue.                   Action: MG 
Date still to be set, Agenda Item 

 
152/09/21 Councillors' Reports: 

There were no Councillor reports. 
 

153/09/21 Agenda items for the next meeting: 
Climate Emergency 
Date for village meeting 

  

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.45pm. The next meeting 
will be held in the Committee Room of the Village Hall on 20th October 2020 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman: ________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
 
For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Orwell Parish Council are those signed in Public Meetings by 
the Chairman.  They are available for public inspection from the Clerk 
 

 


